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On this point the treasurer's word should be accepted, for he is a
Christian conscientious man. The official record books, registers and
papers which were in my charge I got out of the city one night, at
great danger to myself, three days after the place fell. Not a note was
lost concerning amounts to be collected and debited, as will appear
by the accounts sent this year. All my personal belongings I lost, as
is well known; nothing was saved. In addition, they burned my
house because they learned that I had rescued the royal books and
papers. They seized such things as these, too, in order to exact
ransom for them.

They remained here 30 days and went to Cartagena, which had
been warned by Your Majesty and from this city . . .* . . . (p. 3) ...
Had we been prepared as was Cartagena I have no doubt we would
have stopped the enemy right here and he would have found him-
self fooled, such was the spirit and inclination many showed ...

4.. Santo Domingo, June 30,1586.

Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's very humble servant who kisses Your Majesty's
royal hands.

Rodrigo Ferndndez de Ribera (Rubric).

Document No. 432
[Juan de Lepe, Bart61ome Cordoriel, Francisco Hernandez,
Juan Alvarez, depositions made at Havana, June 30, 1586]
(P.i)                       . . . t
In the city of San Cristobal de la Habana, . . . Cuba, ... on the
thirtieth day of June in the year one thousand five hundred and
eighty-six... (p. 3) ...
1 He recounts news received from Cartagena.
* A. de /,, 40-3-1/23, Contratacidn 4802. ^pliegos, authenticated copy; duplicated
in 54-1-15, 54-2-4. Depositions to be found in 54-5-14 (15) have also been used.
These depositions were taken on receipt in Havana of news from Florida con-
cerning Drake's visitation there. Juan de Lepe and Bartolome Gordoriel had
gone to Saint Augustine aboard the vessel dispatched from Havana to warn
Florida that Drake had appeared off San Anton. Evidently they came back aboard
it after the storming of Saint Augustine. This document comprises, after the de-
positions presented, a copy of a communication from Men&idez Marque"z to the
authorities at Havana wherein he states that Ensign Francisco Hernandez will tell
them what has happened.